
A stroll through the Bloomsbury Squares 

Many of the Bloomsbury squares can be visited in just an hour or so but to 

appreciate them fully takes longer! This walk guides you through the more central 

squares and provides a couple of options for exploring slightly further afield. 

Starting from Holborn Underground station, walk north up Southampton Row, 

crossing to the left hand side when you get the chance. Turn left along Vernon Place 

and Bloomsbury Square, the oldest of the Bloomsbury squares, is a short distance 

along the road on the right hand side. From the north west end of the square by the 

statue you can see Russell Square but we are not going there for a while!  

Instead, turn right out of the north end of the square and walk back to Southampton 

Row along Bloomsbury Place. Cross the road, turn left and continue walking north 

west until you see a signpost to Queen Square, which will be on your right. Walk 

down Cosmo Place and you have reached Queen Square, one of the smallest of the 

London Squares.  

Leave Queen Square to the north, past the Institute of Neurology, turn right into 

Guilford Street and then left into Grenville Street. At the end of the street, Brunswick 

Square, with its famous plane tree, is ahead.  Walk through the gardens and leave 

by the northern gate, near the Foundling Museum. If you plan to take the longer 

walk, follow Option (a) below. Otherwise, turn left, cross Hunter Street and continue 

north with The Brunswick shopping centre on your left. Turn left into Handel Street 

and walk through the newly-created Marchmont Street Gardens. Turn right into 

Marchmont Street, cross the road and take the first left into Tavistock Place.  

Tavistock Square is just a short distance along the road on your right. After exploring 

this garden square with its many memorials, continue a short distance along 

Tavistock Place to Woburn Square on your left and Gordon Square on your right. 

After walking through Gordon Square gardens you may wish to stop for a drink or ice 

cream at the café (open weekdays) before crossing the road to Woburn Square.  

Continuing along Tavistock Place for a few more yards, you reach Bing Place with 

Torrington Square on your left, now occupied by University of London Buildings. 

Walk through the Square past Birkbeck College, down the steps and turn left past 

the SOAS building. This is on your left and the Brunei Gallery is on your right (the 

latter is open to the public and has a small Japanese roof garden). Continue through 

the campus until you reach Russell Square, the largest of the Bloomsbury squares. 

Our short walk ends here. There is another opportunity for refreshments and Russell 

Square Underground Station is close by, to the north east.  

If you have some energy left, there are two more squares worth visiting (See Option 

b below). 

Option a This takes you through a number of the more northerly Bloomsbury 

squares and past both historic and modern building developments. On leaving 



Brunswick Square opposite the Foundling Museum, turn right and go through the 

passage way between Coram Fields sports centre and the Coram charity. This leads 

into Mecklenburgh Square, with its gated private gardens. Continue along the north 

side of the  square, turn left at the end and then left again into Heathcote Street. This 

is a dead-end but at the far end on the right there is an entrance into St George’s 

Gardens, which combines two of London’s early burial grounds and includes a 

memorial to Oliver Cromwell’s grand-daughter. Crossing the gardens, there is an exit 

directly to the north, which leads to Sidmouth Street. Turn left into Regent Square. 

Cross the square diagonally and at the far end you will see a signpost to Argyll 

Square. This is our next destination. Follow the footpath to Harrison Street and 

continue north for a few yards until you reach Cromer Street. Turn right and cross 

the street. The third turning on the left is Loxham Street and this takes you to the 

most northerly Bloomsbury square, Argyll Square with its close proximity to Kings 

Cross and St Pancras Stations.  To continue the walk follow Argyll Street to the west 

(left turn as you leave Loxham Street), turn left into Whidborne Street and then right 

at Cromer Street. At the T junction, turn left into Judd Street and then right into Leigh 

Street. This brings you to Cartwright Gardens. Cross the road and walk round the 

crescent until you reach Burton Place. Turn left and then right into Burton Street. 

Cross the road and turn left into Duke’s Road. Where the road turns right continue 

ahead through Woburn Walk, with its attractive shops built in the 1820s. At the end 

of the passage turn left into Upper Woburn Place and you will see Tavistock Square 

ahead of you. Walk across the gardens and you will re-join the original walk. 

 

Option b  Bedford Square has gated private gardens. The square is the best 

preserved in Bloomsbury with fine Georgian Houses and is well worth the 5 minute 

walk.  To reach it, leave Russell Square by the southern gate, turn right and cross 

the road into Montague Place. Passing the back of the British Museum on your left, 

continue to the end of the road and you have reached Bedford Square. If you 

continue past the square, Tottenham Court Road is a couple of minutes walk. 

Turning left, Tottenham Court Road Underground station is about a 5 minute walk. 

However, if you want to continue exploring, Fitzrovia is just across the road. Turn 

right up Tottenham Court Road, left into Percy Street and then right into Charlotte 

Street, with its many restaurants.  Eventually this becomes Fitzroy Street, with 

Fitzroy Square and its gated private gardens at the end of it. From here you can 

continue north to Warren Street. Turn right and follow the road back to Tottenham 

Court Road and Warren Street Underground station. 


