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AS we started our second year of life as a Friends group, we had expansion on our minds. In order to 

provide more effective attention to the Square we needed more members to take a regular interest 

and to share the load. So we set out to improve our visibility in the locality.  

We planned a short series of concerts over the summer months and were pleased to be able to 

stage three. The first was the ‘picnic’ for Queen Caroline’s birthday, in May, which we hope will 

become an annual event, as our longer term plans for the Square include the possibility of a 

memorial of some kind for this interesting lady of Brunswick, after whom the Square is named. We 

provided birthday cake and some fizz and invited passersby to take part and also to sign up as a 

Friend.  A classical quartet from Goodenough College played on a beautiful evening and in August 

Jyoshna played Bengali folk tunes. Many thanks to the members of the committee who worked so 

hard to get these events off the ground. All three events were regarded as successful, with some 

members gained each time. However, it is onerous to have to apply for a Temporary Event Notice 

for each occasion and the cost is £21. Providing a thank you to the performers and free refreshments 

also has a cost, so this concert series will need to be reviewed for the future in terms of funding. 

A further idea for involving people locally during the winter months was to hold a series of Winter 

talks and the first of these was in March, when we had a talk on the literary associations around 

Brunswick Square.  We hope to continue these talks in the coming winter months, on a range of 

topics. In addition, we are planning carol singing evenings in Advent. 

We have also found a home on the Bloomsbury Square Friends website, so we have virtual as well as 

actual presence in the area! And we now have a full membership list with contact details, thanks to 

Roz Perrott. 

We approached all our neighbours on the Square (and a few off it) and invited them to become 

Corporate members. I’m  delighted to say that Waitrose, the School of Pharmacy, Goodenough 

College and the Foundling Museum have all accepted; we are hoping that International Hall and the 

Brunswick Centre will soon join them. Their support will allow us to consider continuing with the 

concerts next year. As there are no houses on the Square and only some flats of the Brunswick 

centre face on to it, involving our corporate neighbours is very important. We are also hoping that 

the Foundling Museum will be our partner for Open Garden Squares Weekend in 2011. 

We took part in our second Open Garden Squares Weekend and benefited from music provided by 

SOAS through Camden. (We enjoyed it so much we invited the performers back for our third 

Summer concert.) Our theme for the day was Medicinal Plants, to link in with one of our ‘corporate’ 

neighbours on the Square, and were grateful for the display and support provided by Professor 

Michael Heinrich and his students and other staff from the School of Pharmacy. Camden provided us 

with a great display of foxgloves and poppies, which, though not the medicinal varieties  of the 

School’s logo, nevertheless made us very visible indeed and attracted visitors. These plants were 



planted later in the garden, but with the ensuing drought may not have survived well. Many thanks 

again to everyone who helped on the day. 

Two other events took place for which the Square simply acted as host: the Village Fete, an initiative 

of the Brunswick Centre , and the Hospitals Fayre on the Square. We were pleased to see the Square 

being used for these community events, but disappointed that Camden didn’t feel we should share 

in any donation given, despite the fact we have to be consulted about the appropriateness of the 

events. 

We were thrilled to be accepted as one of the charities in the Waitrose Community Matters Charity 

Scheme for the month of October and would like to encourage everyone to make sure they put tokens 

in our box in the store – you only have to buy a small item if you are not a regular shopper there! 

Raising £200-300 would pay for next year’s concerts and activities, for example. It would double our 

current bank balance! 

In all these ways FOBS has been strengthening its base, which I hope will allow us to attempt even 

more events next year. 

I haven’t yet said anything about the Square itself. We had a walkabout with Gabi Howard, our 

Camden liaison officer, on a snowy morning in December, to see the place at its worst, and 

suggested improvements. Then we suffered a bad winter and there was considerable flooding, for 

which remedial works were carried out. In the summer we had a walkabout with Shaun Kiddell, Head 

of Camden Parks and Gardens, and expressed our strong view that the Lansdowne terrace entrance 

in particular needs a welcoming planting scheme. We have been able to provide various historic plans 

in support of this and, although we have heard from Camden that they cannot fund this, we would still 

like to take it forward as a plan. Shaun also undertook to improve the uninspiring planting throughout 

the site, especially in the main circular bed, which badly needs variation and winter colour. After a dry 

summer, we have found that the new plane tree planted by a former mayor has died and the newly 

planted beech, to replace the one felled because of fungal attack, has also died from drought. It was 

probably planted much too close to the other beech in any case. Both these deaths highlight the need 

for a water supply to the Square and the friends hope that this might be associated with a water 

feature. They are keen to commemorate Caroline of Brunswick and both a statue or a fountain have 

been raised as possibilities. 

We are also investigating the possibility of sign boards at all three entrances and revising the existing 

out-of-date board. At our last AGM we were promised £1000 for wildlife planting and still hope to see 

that spent. 

Bird boxes and bat boxes have been installed on trees in the Square, but there are no reports of bats 

so far. 

We were pleased to have been awarded a Green Flag, which now flies proudly from the flag pole. 

I have enjoyed my year as Chair and want to thank everyone who has helped in any way during the 

year. I wish the new committee well and I’ll continue to help as I can. Although we have achieved a 

great deal this year, we can see there is much we can do in future. We want to commemorate Queen 

Caroline, we want to improve the planting, and we want to develop imaginative schemes for using the 

Square, especially in collaboration with our corporate partners.  

It’s only by having an active membership that we can care for the Square and provide activities for 

those who use it. Please go home and encourage your friends to get involved. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


